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at this very moment Mrs Powell had to say* and
unfortunately did say, "Immortal powers, pre-
serve my child!'*
At a much later period, some very effective
uses were made of the stage dummy, none more
so, perhaps^ than the one exploited at the Olympic
in January i8jo, in Ariadw* a play adapted from
the French of Corncille in which Anna Cora
Mowatt, a noted American actress, was the star,
In this, when the climax came, the heroine,
instead of falling upon a sword when she learned
of the faithlessness of her lover, as in the original*
leaped into the sea from a rocky eminence. To
produce the necessary illusion, three Ariadnes,
similarly attired and of an identical resemblance,
had to be employed. In the first place, Mrs
Mowatt, as the real Ariadne, was seen staggering
along the shore after receiving the devastating
intelligence that Theseus had set sail and gone for
ever, Then a ballct-girl^ as Ariadne the second,
climbed the precipitous cliffs of the Isle of Naxos
to catch the last sight of the receding vessel.
For a moment she disappeared from view, and
then she was seen to cast herself from the heights
and fall into the surging waters below, That is,
apparently: what really fell was a realistically
fashioned dummy.